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The George Barbour House55#k~

Rison Vicinity

Private

This small one story, one room frame house
was built as the residence for George Barber and
family. Though built with the methods of the time
(balloon frame) and with the mass-produc:zd aaterials,
it retains the traditional design of the small
houses for the rural poor,
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—_EXCELLENT X DETERIORATED X-UNALTERED X-ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
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According to William ", the black oral informant who led me to this
site and who was raised in this vicinity of Charles County, this small,
abandonned, unpainted “cuse was built in the 1890's as the residence of
George Barbe# and his family

The house faces south toward Rt. 224 and was originally a farmhouse,
though today the land is no longer cultivated. Like the eralier houses
of nonlandowning black farmers, the house is very simple in design,
consisting of one room downstairs and another upstairs. The front and rear
le .ngths both have two bays: a door and a window opposite one another
on each side. The gable ends have no windows. A brick stove flue
ascends the interior of the western gable end and is original to construction .
The A roof has given way on the southern side, and the ent ire house will
soon collapse or be torn down.

The house is balloon frame, and like other 19th century balloon frame
houses of bﬁﬁkks in southern Maryland, the framing members and weatherboards
are fastened by wire nails., insfaéﬂ of cut nails, thereby indicating

the adoption of this method of building houses to have taken
place late in the century. In many otker parts of the nation, it

had become widespread by the middle of the century.
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—1400-1499 X_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC — CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 X_AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X _ARCHITECTURE X _EDUCATION —MIUTARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
X1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
Black Hifp/ary

SPECIFIC DATES ] 880'g or 90's BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is the first balloon frame house built in
Charles County for a ©lack family, according to
William Diggs. All other houses, he said, were log.
This one was algs heated by a wood stove, and was
ventilated with glass p windows, instead of the more
traditional wooden shutters. Despite its advances
in terms of construction, this house remainsd
approximately the same size as the earlier houses
and contained only one room down and one up, the
traditional plan.

Note: This house was bulldozed after the first
visit to sitc, and no pictures wee taken at that time.
So there are no photographs of this site.

Bote: FAor further information about this house,
contact William Diggs.
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